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What is the best-handling sportscruiser?

Top performers

hich boatbuilder makes the best
handling cruisers? It's one of those
questions which crops up time and
time again in the marina bar.
Needless to say, almost everyone has an
opinion, based on personal experience or
anecdotal evidence. But few have the chance
to conduct objective back-to-back trials,
We decided it was time to rectify that, and

find out for ourselves which mainstream
manufacturer can genuinely lay claim to
producing the best handling sportscruiser.

THE BIG IDEA

We decided to pull together a collection of
35[t-37ft sportscruisers which have a
reputation for great hull design, and put them
through a tange of demanding tests designed

Of course, it’s partly a matter of opinion who builds the boats with the best
% handling and seakeeping. But if you’re going to get an opinion it might as well
: be from a helmsman who knows all about ultimate performance. So we asked

Steve Curtis to test and rate what we thought were six of the best 35ft-37ft

sportscruisers available. @I TN T LI IRILIE]

to reveal every aspect of their handling.

We chose boats of this size because they are
small enough to retain a sporty feel yet big
enough to cope with awkward seas. Since we
wanted our findings to be relevant to cruising
boatowners, we excluded esoteric muscleboars
with minimal accommodation and sky-rocket
prices; all the contenders had to have slceping
accommodation, a usable galley and a




Bavaria 37 v Elan 35 v Fairline 34 v Solent Spear v Targa 35 v Windy 37

separate toilet compartment.

Wwas not an exercise in comparing
berth sizes, saloon comfort or even value for
money. Our only goal was to find out which

boat had the best combination of agility, ride
comfort, stability, performance and gripina
variety of sea conditions.

THE RIGHT STUFF

We felt that a task of this magnitude required

4 helmsman of stature, so we asked six-time

offshore powerboat racing World Champion

Steve Curtis to evaluate the contenders.
Besides knowing how to drive performance

powerboats, he's also an ace lished hull

were keen to include it in this comparative
test, but the builders were unable to supply us
with a boat. More's the pity.

THE TEST SCHEDULE
Each of our boats was driven by Steve around
a timed lap of the same course.

This included a standing start to test its
acceleration, a medium-speed corner to test its
turn-in and steering feel, a tight spin around a
buoy to test its turning circle and propeller
bite, and & high-speed corner to test its
cornering grip and stability. We recorded an
.Eiapsed time at each buoy, and the boat's

i speed as it took the turn,

designer and a genuine ent.hnsmsl. and he
isn't afraid ro tell it Tike it is.
There could be no better man for the job.

THE MAGNIFICENT SIX

Alfter some consideration we whittled the list

down 1o lhe six ho:u» your see here.

ning of seven.

nseeker Portofine 345 in
| was a crackeraud

We then asked Steve to spend some time
laloming over the considerable wake kicked
up by our Broom 39KL, to see how each
contender dealt with awkward seas and to get
a feel for its behaviour in normal use.

Finally MBMs technical team of Mark Turley
and Ray Sargood put all the boats through a
standard set of performance tests.

The combination of our data and Steve's
insights was ro prove very revealing. [ 2

WINDY 37 GRAND MISTRAL
M built in Norway

W medium-vee hull

M twin 285hp sterndrive
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of all the boats on test.

¢ BN Steve's scorecard j T 65 kmes
should they prefer, th Windy, t :

0 i < B7hp/tonne
and watch from the lov i Ride comfort 9/10 : 39.0 knats
Steering response  6/10 PEED A 33.0 knots

Cornering 8710 - et 27.5 knots.
Performance 8/10
Helm design 9/10 £218,000 as tested

Total 40/50 ENODI =2 Express Cruisers

Tel: (1590 679222, www.windy.no




What is the best-handling sportscruiser?

§ Justto

our selected
15 in perspectis

an did well to hold
y, but in the

| stapped hull and four-stroke
) puthoard engine with the Honda
225 raceboats, this has been designed quick and
efficient leisure boat rather than an out-and-out racer.

Its top speed of around 50 knots is only 10 knols
Quicker than the Windy, but being so much lighter its
acceleration and handling are in a different league

Interestingly, around the relatively tight first and
i turns it was actually siower than the best of
our sportscruisers, but it d them all through the
quicker bends, and of course on the straights, to
record a total lap time fully 50 seconds faster than
the best of them

Given that a difference of only 24
the six boats in our test group, that
substantial rmargin.
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STEERING TURNING PERFORMANCE HELM
WINDY 37 GRAND MISTRAL B B ] ]
BOTNIA TARGA 35
FAIRLINE TARGA 34

ELAN POWER 35
SOLENT SPEAR
BAVARIA 37 SPORT
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